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On May 18, the National Assembly approved changes suggested by President Violeta Barrios de
Chamorro in the country's civil service legislation. Among other things, the president is empowered
to dismiss top level administrators ("puestos de confianza"). Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN) legislators denounced the reforms because they make possible the dismissal of all public
employees, and were motivated by a spirit of serving up reprisals against supporters of the previous
government. Changes in the general labor law were annulled by a 48-2 vote, with the assembly's 40
Sandinista members attending but refusing to vote. Former vice president and current leader of the
FSLN bloc in the National Assembly, Sergio Ramirez, told AFP that decrees suspending legislation
announced by President Chamorro in the past week were "imprudent." Ramirez asserted that if the
government uses its majority in the Assembly to approve all of the legislative changes suggested
by the president, "the struggle to avoid seeing the revolution wholly dismantled will move to the
streets..." Next, Ramirez said that despite a great deal of extremist rhetoric, there are signs that the
Chamorro government is interested in continuing an open dialogue with the FSLN. (Basic data from
AFP, AP, 05/18/90)
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